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The Pillar | Who Should Lead The Church?
1 Timothy 3:1-7
How grateful we should be that not anyone who raises his hand can be chosen as one who guards the truth that leads to life?  There are qualifications, there are requirements, there are parameters for those men whom God chooses to lead.  How He cares for His people.  Aspiration to the office is not enough.   Qualifications alone are not even enough.   But calling, aspiration and character must meet to fulfill the office of elder.

1. Why does Paul use the phrase ‘this saying is trustworthy’ in some of his writings?  Does it mean that everything else he has said is not trustworthy?  What is he trying to emphasize?

2. How does it comfort you to know that God has a standard for those who lead?  Does it minister to you to know that there is a filter by which he puts men through who merely think they should be leading?  If so, what is comforting and encouraging about that for you?

3. There are many things that are ‘true’ in this world.  But, not all things that are ‘true’ lead to life.  What is crucial about guarding the truth that leads to life?  Why is it so important to put safeguards into effect that guard the truth?

4. How do you personally guard the truth that leads to life?  What has been put in place in your life that serves to guard the truth in your life?  Or, do you beliefe  it is just the responsibility of elders to do this?   

5. Have you ever looked at the list of qualifications of elder and justified not being like this because you don’t think you’d ever be an elder?  Have you ever let these areas slip because you think the standard is just for elders?  What is the pitfall of thinking that way?

6. Elder or not, do you celebrate your role in the life of the Church?  Do you celebrate your role in the global church and the local church?  Is your role something you take seriously?  Is your role something you praise God for, cultivate ex pertise in and use as a platform to glorify God?  Do you ever diminish your role and think it non-chalant or less important?  If God put you in your role and formed you to fit this role you are in, what are you saying about God if you are ungrateful for it?

7.  Why is it important, in any role we have in the church, in our family, in society, to ‘be’ before we ‘do’?  Why is your character so important that it qualifies you or disqualifies y ou?  Do you aspire to these qualifications?
8. Why is it important to see our character and the character of elders in the light of the reputation of the Gospel, and not merely the reputation of the church or personal reputation?  

9. Hospitable means a ‘love for strangers’.  How is this different than what we normally think of as just being able to ‘entertain’ others or ‘have people over for dinner’? 
