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The Pillar | What Men and Women Should Do (or Not Do) Part 2
1 Timothy 2:8-125
In a world that has as its theme ‘get what I can get’ and think little of the other person, the Church has a great responsibility to not only counteract that, but to live life for the glory of God so that the world sees that He is where the life is.  Both men and women have roles in this.  In fact, this world  often screans man against woman and woman against man.  But, the Gospel requires something very different from us believers.  It leads us to men being for women and women being for men, but not for self, but for the glory of God.  Our differences, our different roles and responsibilities should all converge not for self, but for Jesus.  
1. What messages does the world send you regarding the place of men and women in the world and the different roles we have?  Is it a biblical  theme that you hear presented on the airwaves, in entertainment and such?  How is it different than what the Scriptures teach?

2. When Scripture talks of submission in any category, what is the highest goal of living that out?  Why is authority important and why is it important for Gospel-sake that we each live under the authority God has placed over us?  What is the difference between truly learing submissively and the idea of learning unsubmissively?  Is that a possibility?  Why or why not?

3. Why is the spirit of submission matched up with godliness?  What is godly about being submissive?   How does unsubmissiveness not show godliness?

4. When taking the command for women to be ‘silent’ , what is the difference between this just plainly meaning no talking and it meaning a quiet demeanor.  What does  a quiet demeanor or behavior look like?  How might a woman be heard audibly, but do that with a quiet spirit and demeanor?

5. How should men encourage the quiet and  gentle demeanor, yet not lord it over and provoke women?  How can a man help fan into flame this command, yet funnel this behavior in women so that they exhibit the maximum glory for Christ?  What is man’s responsibility here?

6. Do you celebrate the roles of women and men in the church, including the place of authority?  Is that something you use as a means of worship and thankfulness, or is it something that you just tolerate until Jesus comes?  Do we have grateful hearts for how God has organized His church and people, or,  perhaps, do we think we would do a better job and therefore kick against His ways?

7. What do the first sins in the Garden teach us about long-term consequences and ramifications of sin?  Based on this, are there areas regarding  the roles of women in the church that you need to correct, repent of and get on God’s plan with?  Have you fallen on the ditch of exalting women in the church toward misplaced authority?  Or, have you fallen in the ditch of de-escalating the role of women that you no longer see the value?   
8. When you have represented the role of women in the church to the world, do you make excuses and find yourslef wanting to ‘explain away’ how God has set things up?  How does today’s text and sermon help empower you to be truthful, celebratory and speak with integrity as to God’s creation, order and purpose for His church?

9. How do you want to view things differently as a result of today?   

