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The Pillar | What Men and Women Should Do (or Not Do)
1 Timothy 2:8-125
How should men and women conduct ourselves in our present culture in such a way that it would bring the most glory to God?  Do you see the Scriptures as simply a book of do’s and don’ts, or do you see it as a means to live so that God has center stage in your life.  Is it just about your behavior, or is it about the centrality of God having a relationship with His own and what that looks like, so that the world as well may see?

1. When you study the Scriptures, do you appreciate both the commonalities and the differences that Scripture points to?  Do you tend to camp on one or the other in your thinking?  In other words, are the commonalities of men and women on your mind most, or is it the differences that you tend to focus on?

2. What is the danger of focusing on the differences (authority, submission, roles in marriage, roles in the church) between man and woman that the Scriputres let us in on, without having a clear understanding of the commonalities (made in the image of God, sinfulness, need of forgiveness, spiritual gifts, etc.)  
3. Do you normally see the insructions given to men and women separately as simply ‘ways in which God calls each gender to worship’?  Do you take these instructions from a Christ-centered view and see them as God’s best choice for how He desires us to come and worship Him, or are these differences means to bring offense because it is not how you would choose to do things?
4. How much time do  you spend thanking God for the commonalities and differences between man and woman and for how God has set up this world to bring honor and glory to Himself?  Are you thankful for both the commanlities and the differences?  How important is a heart of thankfulness and worship in these issues?  Why is it important to welcome thankfulness and contentment when we talk of topics like this?  What does thankfulness to God set the stage for  in your own heart?  What does unthankfulness set the stage for?

5. What happens when the context of a command takes precedence over the command of Scripture?  Can you give an example of when this has happened and things have gone very wrong?

6. What happens when an angry and contentious man is in a prayer service lifting his arms and projecting an appearance of holiness?  What is this man really after?  How does God view that?  How would God view a humble and obedient man who chooses to not lift his hands?  Can God be honored with that?  What are the long-term affects of a man whose heart of anger does not match an appearance of worship?
7. What are some ways a woman can be distracting in worship?  What are the ramifications of a woman not thinking through her ‘distraction potential’ before coming to church or any other time in life?  What could flow out of that decision for others?  How does it affect others?      
8. What is your ultimate goal in worship?  Honestly, when you come on Sundays, attend small group, show up to serve, lead devotions, have personal time with the Lord, what is the ultimate prize for you?  Is it to draw attentino to you, or draw attention to Jesus?  Is what you wear, how you behave, how you pray, etc. a means to let people know more about you, or do you long to look, speak, pray, worship and conduct yourself in such a manner as to bring attention to Jesus?  Are you onteh same page with God in that He can use the very clothes you wear, every word you say, how you treat others and even your very thoughts as vehicles for His glory……….or the Devil can use them for his purposes.  How does this thought challenge you today?   
